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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

2nd Annual Florida International Piano Competition
 Showcases Top Talent

(Orlando, FL – August 10, 2011) – Twenty- two young pianists from around the globe will vie for cash prizes totaling $40,000 and public engagements at the 2nd Florida International Piano Competition, held September 5 – 11, 2011.  The competition, open to pianists ages 18 – 32, features a week of competitive performance rounds, culminating with the finals on September 10 at Bob Carr Performing Arts Centre.  Three pianists will make it to the finals, where they will each perform a concerto accompanied by the acclaimed Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra, led by Music Director Christopher Wilkins.  The Final Round concludes with the highly anticipated Closing Ceremony, in which the Chair of the Jury Panel will announce the order of winners.
             “Few cities host international piano competitions of this magnitude and the international significance are of great importance to all who wish to make Central Florida a world-renowned cultural destination, ”said Ellen Hamilton, Founder and CEO.  

The twenty-two competitors were selected by a preliminary jury out of a field of over eighty applicants, all of whom submitted a DVD entry to the highest of standards.  The winners are chosen by a panel of internationally renown pianists: Santiago Rodriguez, Chair (Cuba/USA), Laurent Boukobza (France, USA), Yuri Didenko (Russian Federation), Ivo Kaltchev (Bulgaria), Rebecca Penneys (USA),  Leonidas Lipovetsky (Uruguay) and Kevin Sharpe (USA).  


The First Round of the Competition is held on September 5 with eight sessions that take place throughout the day beginning at 9:00 AM and concluding at 9:45 PM.  The First Round concludes on September 6 with two additional sessions, the first at 6:00 PM and the second at 8:15 PM. At the conclusion of the First Round, eight Semi-Finalists will be announced.
              The Semi-Final Round takes place on September 7 with one session at 4:00 PM and one at 8:00 PM, and concludes with an additional session on September 8 at 6:00 PM where the three Finalists are announced.   All First and Semi-Final Round sessions are held at Trinity Preparatory School, 5700 Trinity Prep Lane, Winter Park.  


Tickets to the First and Semi-Final Rounds are available by phone at 407-645-2525, and on line at www.FloridaPiano.org, or on www.RedChairProject.com.  Tickets are $10 per session ($5 for students and seniors).  A Week Pass, which allows for admission to all First and Semi-Final sessions is $65.  

Piano enthusiasts will enjoy a Master Class, presented by the Jury Panel on September 9 from 4:00 to 6:30 PM at Trinity Preparatory School.  This Master Class is free and open to the public.  


The Final Round of the Competition takes place on September 10 at 7:30 PM at the Bob Carr Performing Arts Centre, 401 W. Livingston Street, Orlando.  Tickets to the Final Round are $35 for Golden Circle seating, with all other tickets $25 ($15 for students and seniors).  Tickets to the Final Round may be purchased online at www.TicketMaster.com or in person at The Amway Center Box Office, located at 400 W. Church Street, Orlando, or by phone at 800-745-3000. 

The competition ends with the Winners’ Encore Recital on September 11, at 2:00 PM at Trinity Preparatory School.  This recital features the Finalists as they showcase favorite pieces from their competition repertoire.


The goal of the Florida International Piano Competition (formerly the Orlando International Piano Competition) is to add to the worldwide recognition of the Central Florida community as a top international cultural destination while enriching the local musical culture with great piano repertoire.  With the early and continued support of our community and its corporate citizens, Central Floridians and visitors continue to enjoy performances and events on a world-class level. 

For more information on the 2nd Florida International Piano Competition and a complete schedule of events, visit www.FloridaPiano.org, or phone 407-645-2525.  

#
#
#
[image: image1.emf]